
Assorted Hot & Cold Hors D’Oeuvres
Great for starters or build your own Cocktail Party

50 PIECES JUMBO ICED SHRIMP WITH LEMON & COCKTAIL SAUCE  ...................................................110.00
CHEESE & FRUIT PLATTER - SERVES 25  ............................................................................................................ 57.00
CHEESE & FRUIT PLATTER - SERVES 50  ............................................................................................................ 95.00
CRISP VEGETABLE PLATTER - SERVES 25  ........................................................................................................ 35.00
CRISP VEGETABLE PLATTER - SERVES 50  ........................................................................................................ 65.00
ASSORTED FRESH FRUIT - SERVES 25  ............................................................................................................... 49.00
ASSORTED FRESH FRUIT - SERVES 50  ............................................................................................................... 85.00

Great Appetizers
50 PIECE SERVINGS

STUFFED POTATO SKINS ............................... 43.00
STUFFED MUSHROOM CAPS ...................... 48.00
HOT WINGS .......................................................... 65.00
FREE RANGE CHICKEN TENDERS .............. 74.95
SAUSAGE & PEPPERS ..................................... 49.00
DEVILED EGGS ..................................................... 49.00
QUESADILLAS ...................................................... 43.00
CAPRESE SKEWERS ......................................... 45.00

CALAMARI ............................................................. 69.50
CHEESE STICKS ................................................... 45.00
BABY BACK RIBS (SLAB CUT 2 BONES) ....... 21.95
FRIED SHRIMP ..................................................... 81.00
EGG ROLLS ............................................................ 53.00
MEATBALLS ANY STYLE ................................ 45.00
ANTIPASTO SKEWERS .................................... 45.00
BRUSCHETTA BOARD BYO ........................... 45.00

Brunch or Breakfast Selections
BRUNCH: Scrambled Eggs, French Toast, Bacon, Sausage, Broasted Chicken with Broasted 
Potatoes, Baked Mostaccioli Marinara, English Muffins, Coffee, Orange Juice & Fresh Fruit. 

23.95  

BREAKFAST: Scrambled Eggs, French Toast, Bacon, Sausage, Hash Browns, English Muffins, 
Orange Juice, Coffee & Fresh Fruit 21.95  

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST: Orange Juice, Coffee, Fruit Tray, Assorted Muffins, Bagels & 
Pastries. 12.95 per person

We are happy to customize to your needs, please ask!
Thank you for choosing The Great Escape

• Final counts 7 days before event please. (Indicates minimum guarantee to be billed)
• Microphone $30.00 • Parents are responsible for children at all times. •

• No confetti if decorating please — $50.00 clean up will apply • 
• Room charges for under 30 people • $15.00 DJ fee.

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 07/25
PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO SALES TAX & 20% GRATUITY

 2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD

Welcome to The Great Escape
 

Al and Marie Great opened their first restaurant 
on North Avenue in 1958 called The Drift Inn. 

It was a warm neighborhood place which 
specialized in the best baby back ribs and 

broasted chicken that the Chicago area had ever 
tasted. The business ran successfully until 1981 

when Al and Marie sold the business and retired. 
Many years passed and people were asking when 
the Great family would get back into the restau-

rant business. Well here it is, revived by the 
entire family, we proudly bring you—

The Great Escape
Combining a terrific restaurant, lounge 
and banquet facility with our timeless 

and tasty recipes, The Great Escape is truly 
the place to be for all occasions.

Thank you for coming

www.greatescaperestaurant.com
Thank you for coming and enjoy the fact that “your” visit to

the Great Escape has a carbon neutral energy foot print.

For Food, Drinks, Banquets & Catering

9540 Irving Park Road • Schiller Park, IL 60176
(847) 671-7171 • Fax: (847) 671-7182

Drift Inn
1958-1981

5812
W. North Ave.

Chicago

Est. 1992

Enjoy the food • Enjoy the hospitality • Enjoy the history
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Big Windy (11.06.09) 
Big Windy is a 108kw Micon wind turbine. 

Tower = 80ft 
Blades = 32ft each = wing span 62ft 
Foundation = 8ft and 30ft deep 
Cost = 350,000.00 
Concrete = 9 Cement Trucks 225,000 lb 
Total Height = 112 ft. 

Wiring between turbine and building all underground. 
Mortgaged building in order to finance the project. 

Motivation 
Good for environment. Helps get off foreign oil. Shows others 
it’s possible. Save money. Provides a Carbon Neutral energy 
foot print. (example: wind driven air conditioning or wind 
cooled beer) 
Building History 
The bar and Banquet Room are still a part of the 
original structure built on this site in 1889. The Bar is 
original and was hand carved by the Chicago Bar 
Company. The building was originally at street level. 
There were swinging doors leading out onto a dirt road 
with hitching posts for horses (Irving Park Road).The 
silent movie cowboy Tom Mix made a few of his 
movies here around 1900. They would use the Des 
Plaines River as the Rio Grande and our bar for saloon 
scenes. In the 1920’s, Al Capone sold the place booze 
and was spotted at the bar doing business with local 
gangsters. Witnesses say there were men seated on 
either side of him with shot guns watching the door. 
Before its current use, the banquet room was home to 
a general store, milk depot, post office, gas station, 
barber shop, pool hall, and restaurant. The Irving Park 
Viaduct was dug in 1926 and our entrance was moved 
to the east side of the building. The main dining room 
and kitchen were added on in the 1980’s to expand the 
restaurant business. The Great Escape took over in 
1992 and has been preserving, maintaining, and 
improving the property ever since. We hope you agree!
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Let the Great Escape take care of all your function needs
Showers • Business Meetings & Seminars • Holiday Parties • Anniversaries • Rehearsal Dinners  

Memorial Dinners • Birthdays & Graduations • Breakfast & Brunch Parties • Club Meetings  
Theme Dinners & Much Much More.

Audio Visual Equipment available
Private, semi-private & outdoor facilities available for groups of 10-100

For the best food & service every time, it’s 
The Great Escape

or 
Take the party to go & pick up whatever you need for a great home or office party. 

Many options to choose from.
Ask for a catering menu • Drop off or full service available

Enjoy the Food • Enjoy the Hospitality • Enjoy the History

www.greatescaperestaurant.com

Banquet Menu
Private Event?

Check out our
West Wing Party
& Meeting Room

Part of original
structure from 1889

or our
Airy Patio Space

Off site catering available
for 10-600 guests



Family Style 
Most Popular Crowd Pleaser

BROASTED CHICKEN, ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF, RIGATONI & VODKA 
Served with Soup of the Day, Garden Salad, Italian Bread & Butter, 

Roasted Red Potatoes, Chef’s Vegetables, Ice Cream Sundae & Coffee,
24.95

Great Buffets
Most Popular

BROASTED CHICKEN, ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF, RIGATONI & VODKA
w/ Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Chef’s Vegetables, Garden Salad

Served with slices of Italian Bread & Butter and Coffee
22.95

Customized Family Style or Buffet
(Substitutions & Additions)

Caesar Salad • Broasted Potatoes • Parsley Red Potatoes • Coleslaw •
Vegetable Salad • Potato Salad • Rice Pilaf • Spanish Rice • Vesuvio Potatoes • 

Entree Substitutions - Mostaccioli Marinara (for pasta) • Italian Sausage & Peppers • 
Meatballs w/ Marinara • Bone-In Herb Baked Chicken • Bone-In Chicken Vesuvio • 

Chicken Marsala • Ham w/ Pineapple • 
 

Entree Additions - Boneless Lemon Chicken +1.25 • Premium Polish & Kraut +1.50 • London 
Broil with Bordelaise Sauce + 4.95 • BBQ Ribs + 5.95 • Pork Tenderloin +1.50 • Eggplant 

Casserole +1.75 • Beef Tenderloin Filet w/ Bearnaise or Bordelaise Sauce + 10.00 • Stuffed 
Shells +1.25 • Tortellini Alfredo +1.50 • Fish Selection - Market Value

We Will Do our Best to Accommodate Requests

Great Escape Plated Banquet Selections
Entrees include Soup, Salad (Caesar Salad + .75), Vegetable, Potato, Bread & Butter,

Ice Cream Sundae, Spumoni or Sherbet & Coffee
BROASTED HALF CHICKEN DINNER  ......................................................................................................... 21.95
PRIME RIB OF BEEF AU JUS W/ HORSERADISH SAUCE  .............................................................. 39.95
FULL SLAB OF BBQ RIBS ................................................................................................................................. 31.95
DIJON CRUSTED CHICKEN BREAST ........................................................................................................... 24.95
CHICKEN BREAST ALA MARSALA, VESUVIO OR FLORENTINE OVER PASTA ........................ 24.95
RIBS & SHRIMP COMBO .................................................................................................................................. 31.95
BAKED 1/2 HERB CHICKEN WITH RED POTATOES .......................................................................... 21.95
BBQ RIB & BROASTED CHICKEN COMBO  .............................................................................................. 27.95
FRESH FISH SELECTIONS AVAILABLE .....................................................................................MARKET PRICE
14 OZ NEW YORK STRIP STEAK WITH BORDELAISE SAUCE  ......................................................38.95
LEMON CHICKEN WITH RICE OR PASTA  ................................................................................................24.95
4 OZ FILET WITH SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST  ...................................................................................29.95
PORK TENDERLOIN WITH MASHED POTATOES  .................................................................................21.95

 If your favorite selection is not listed, “ASK US”...we will create it for you!!!

Personalize Your Event
You are welcome to bring any sweets or desserts for your event 

(Just no food or drinks)

Cake cutting .35 your plates, 1.25 our plates. 
(No charge if you supply and manage your own sweet table)

We have dessert selections
Ranging from Cookie Trays to Premium Plated Sliced Desserts or Ice Cream.

We will do our best to Honor any Special Requests

Bar Options
Beer & Wine Table / Tab Bar (Most Popular), Cash Bar

Unlimited Soda 1.95/person

We fry with beef tallow & cook with olive oil. It’s more expensive but 
our health is priceless...Enjoy!

2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD 2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD


