
Welcome to The Great Escape
 

Al and Marie Great opened their first restaurant 
on North Avenue in 1958 called The Drift Inn. 

It was a warm neighborhood place which 
specialized in the best baby back ribs and 

broasted chicken that the Chicago area had ever 
tasted. The business ran successfully until 1981 

when Al and Marie sold the business and retired. 
Many years passed and people were asking when 
the Great family would get back into the restau-

rant business. Well here it is, revived by the 
entire family, we proudly bring you—

The Great Escape
Combining a terrific restaurant, lounge 
and banquet facility with our timeless 

and tasty recipes, The Great Escape is truly 
the place to be for all occasions.

Thank you for coming

www.greatescaperestaurant.com
Thank you for coming and enjoy the fact that “your” visit to

the Great Escape has a carbon neutral energy foot print.

For Food, Drinks, Banquets & Catering

9540 Irving Park Road • Schiller Park, IL 60176
(847) 671-7171 • Fax: (847) 671-7182

Drift Inn
1958-1981

5812
W. North Ave.

Chicago

Est. 1992

Enjoy the food • Enjoy the hospitality • Enjoy the history
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Big Windy (11.06.09) 
Big Windy is a 108kw Micon wind turbine. 

Tower = 80ft 
Blades = 32ft each = wing span 62ft 
Foundation = 8ft and 30ft deep 
Cost = 350,000.00 
Concrete = 9 Cement Trucks 225,000 lb 
Total Height = 112 ft. 

Wiring between turbine and building all underground. 
Mortgaged building in order to finance the project. 

Motivation 
Good for environment. Helps get off foreign oil. Shows others 
it’s possible. Save money. Provides a Carbon Neutral energy 
foot print. (example: wind driven air conditioning or wind 
cooled beer) 
Building History 
The bar and Banquet Room are still a part of the 
original structure built on this site in 1889. The Bar is 
original and was hand carved by the Chicago Bar 
Company. The building was originally at street level. 
There were swinging doors leading out onto a dirt road 
with hitching posts for horses (Irving Park Road).The 
silent movie cowboy Tom Mix made a few of his 
movies here around 1900. They would use the Des 
Plaines River as the Rio Grande and our bar for saloon 
scenes. In the 1920’s, Al Capone sold the place booze 
and was spotted at the bar doing business with local 
gangsters. Witnesses say there were men seated on 
either side of him with shot guns watching the door. 
Before its current use, the banquet room was home to 
a general store, milk depot, post office, gas station, 
barber shop, pool hall, and restaurant. The Irving Park 
Viaduct was dug in 1926 and our entrance was moved 
to the east side of the building. The main dining room 
and kitchen were added on in the 1980’s to expand the 
restaurant business. The Great Escape took over in 
1992 and has been preserving, maintaining, and 
improving the property ever since. We hope you agree!
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Catering Menu
Let The Great Escape take care of all your catering needs

Delivery to your business or home
available for any occasion from 10 - 600

people or bring the party to us

Private, semi-private & outdoor facilities
available for groups of 10 - 100

Ask for a banquet menu to see
many more options.

Enjoy the Food • Enjoy the Hospitality • Enjoy the History

www.greatescaperestaurant.com

Great Hot & Cold Hors D’Oeuvres
             50 PIECE JUMBO ICED SHRIMP  .....................................................................................110.00
             CHEESE & FRUIT PLATTER - SERVES 25 .........................................................................57.00
             CHEESE & FRUIT PLATTER - SERVES 50 .........................................................................95.00
             CRISP VEGETABLE TRAY - SERVES 25 .............................................................................35.00
             CRISP VEGETABLE TRAY - SERVES 50 .............................................................................65.00
             FRESH FRUIT TRAY - SERVES 25 ........................................................................................49.00
             FRESH FRUIT TRAY - SERVES 50 ........................................................................................85.00

STUFFED POTATO SKINS ............................... 43.00
STUFFED MUSHROOM CAPS ...................... 48.00
HOT WINGS .......................................................... 65.00
FREE RANGE CHICKEN TENDERS .............. 74.95
SAUSAGE & PEPPERS ..................................... 49.00
DEVILED EGGS ..................................................... 49.00
QUESADILLAS ...................................................... 43.00
CAPRESE SKEWERS ......................................... 45.00

CALAMARI ............................................................. 70.00
CHEESE STICKS ................................................... 45.00
BABY BACK RIBS (SLAB CUT 2 BONES) 21.95
FRIED SHRIMP ..................................................... 81.00
EGG ROLLS ............................................................ 53.00
MEATBALLS ANY STYLE ................................ 45.00
ANTIPASTO SKEWERS .................................... 45.00
BRUSCHETTA BOARD BYO ........................... 45.00

Great Broasted Chicken Packages
BUFFETS INCLUDE BROASTED POTATOES, COLESLAW, BREAD & BUTTER

 8  PIECE BUFFET..............23.95            CHICKEN ONLY..........17.95
12 PIECE BUFFET..............32.95            CHICKEN ONLY..........24.95
16 PIECE BUFFET..............40.95            CHICKEN ONLY..........32.95
20 PIECE BUFFET..............51.95            CHICKEN ONLY..........41.95
40 PIECE BUFFET..............91.95            CHICKEN ONLY..........77.95

PACKAGE UP TO 400 PIECES · * ALSO COMES BBQ STYLE

FARM TO TABLE FREE RANGE CHICKEN
WE DO NOT FRY IN SEED OIL

Breakfast Selection
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST / HOT BREAKFAST / BURRITOS

Call for pricing

Catering Side Dishes
SERVES 8-10     SERVES 16.20
HALF PAN   FULL PAN.

AU GRATIN POTATOES  ............................................................................................................ 35.00 ......................68.00

MAC & CHEESE (MILD SPICY)  ............................................................................................... 35.00.......................70.00

(ADD BBQ PORK/BUFFALO CHICKEN OR PORK BELLY) ...................................................................+15.00............................+25.00

MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY ............................................................................................................ 27.50...........................55.00

MIXED VEGGIES  ............................................................................................................................ 30.00.......................65.00

HERB ROASTED RED POTATOES  ......................................................................................... 30.00.......................60.00

BROASTED POTATOES  .............................................................................................................. 25.00.......................45.00

VESUVIO POTATOES  ................................................................................................................... 30.00.......................60.00

COLESLAW ...QT.. 6.95  ............................................................................................................. 24.00.......................48.00

TORTELLINI SALAD W/PEPPERONI & ARTICHOKES  ................................................37.00.......................74.00

ARTICHOKE SALAD W/RED ONIONS,TOMATO & FETA... .........................................35.00.......................70.00

FRESH MOZZARELLA, TOMATO & BASIL SALAD .........................................................39.00.......................78.00

COLD VEGGIE SALAD ................................................................................................................... 29.95.......................59.00

Other Stuff
SOFT DRINK CANS  .........................1.25

BOTTLED WATER  ...........................1.25

SLICED DESSERTS  ..........................5.95

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES  .......1.75

BROWNIES  .........................................1.95

BOTTLE BBQ SAUCE 18OZ  ........4.95

See our restaurant menu for more options - too much to list!

50 Pieces per serving for Hot Appetizers

2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD

Private Event?
Check out our

West Wing Party
& Meeting Room

Part of original
structure from 1889

or our
Airy Patio Space

Off site catering available
for 10-600 guests



Great Boxed Lunches $14.95
Sandwich

Comes With Chips, An Apple And Chocolate Chip Cookie

CHOOSE: Sliced Turkey Breast, Kosher Corned Beef, Roast Sirloin of Beef, Sliced Ham,
Chicken Salad, Egg Salad or BLT Club

Tuna Salad +.75

CHOOSE: Fresh White, Whole 7 Grain Wheat or Light Rye, Kaiser Roll,
Fresh Bread, or (Croissant add $.75)

CHOOSE: American, Swiss, Cheddar, or Mozzarella Cheese

Wraps
• Mushroom w/Roasted Red Pepper, Red Onion, Fresh Mozzarella, Tomato & Lettuce

• Tuna Salad +.75

• Chicken Salad

• Chicken Caesar

• Roasted Veggies w/Zucchini & Squash, Red Onions, Artichokes & Roasted Red Pepper

• Turkey & Bacon w/ Avocado, Shredded Cheese & Sriracha Mayo +.75

• Roast Beef w/Horsey Sauce, Crispy Onions, Lettuce & Tomato

• Ham & Cheese w/Lettuce, Tomato & Mayo

Additional Sides & Salads $1.25
CHOOSE: Potato Salad, Pasta Salad, Coleslaw, Veggie Salad, Garden Salad

ALL BOXED LUNCHES INCLUDE:
Rolled Utensils & Condiments

(Please Limit your selection to 3 Varieties)

Great Buffets
Complete Meal w/ Sides & Set-ups

1/3 SLAB BBQ RIBS, BROASTED CHICKEN  ......................................................................................................17.95
ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF, BROASTED CHICKEN, BAKED MOSTACCIOLI  ..............................................15.95
BROASTED CHICKEN & BAKED MOSTACCIOLI  .................................................................................................11.95
BROASTED CHICKEN & RIGATONI W/VODKA SAUCE  .................................................................................12.95
CHICKEN ARTICHOKE W/QUINOA  .........................................................................................................................15.95
LEMON CHICKEN W/RICE OR ANGEL HAIR PASTA (ONE SIDE)  .............................................................15.95
BAKED HAM W/PINEAPPLE, BROASTED CHICKEN & PASTA PRIMAVERA  .....................................17.95
MEAT OR VEGETABLE LASAGNA (1 SIDE)  ..........................................................................................................14.95
PASTA W/ MEATBALLS OR ITALIAN SAUSAGE (1 SIDE)  ...........................................................................13.95
ROAST TURKEY W/ DRESSING & CRANBERRY SAUCE .............................................................................16.95
FAJITA BAR W/STEAK & CHICKEN BREAST + ALL THE TRIMMINGS PRE SELECTED SIDES  .18.95
TACO BAR W/ BEEF TACOS + ALL THE TRIMMINGS PRE SELECTED SIDES  ...................................13.95

All Buffets are served with brick oven baked bread & choice of 2 sides (green salad, potato salad, 
pasta salad, coleslaw, vegetable salad, mashed or broasted potatoes, parsley potatoes, 

hot vegetables or rice. Additional side $1.25

MIX & MATCH THE ABOVE ITEMS TO CUSTOMIZE YOUR BUFFET OR USE THESE ADDITIONAL 
OPTIONS...Sauteed Herb & Lemon Pepper Chicken, Any Boneless Chicken Breast, Stuffed Shells 
in Marinara Sauce, Tortellini Alfredo, Mustard Crusted Bass, Comes with Parsley Red Potatoes, 

Steamed Vegetables & Caesar Salad. Beef Tenderloin with Bearnaise Sauce +8.95, 
Baked Salmon +5.95, BBQ Ribs +5.95

(If the item you desire is not on the menu, just tell us & we will create it for you!!)

Great Hot Sandwich Buffets
15 Per Person Minimum

Italian Beef .......................................................................................................14.95
BBQ Pulled Pork ............................................................................................15.95
Breast of Chicken (Plain or Cajun) ........................................................15.95
1/2 Pound Grass Fed Cheeseburgers ...............................................15.95

All selections are served with 1 side dish (coleslaw, potato salad, pasta salad, veggie salad, 
mostaccioli marinara, potato chips or green salad) & appropriate breads, condiments w/ cookies

See additional sides by the pan!!!
 

See restaurant menu for more options

Catering Entrees
Serves 10+     Serves 20+

Half Pan    Full Pan.
BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST  ..............................................................................................57.95 ..................110.00
LEMON, MARSALA, VESUVIO, DIJON CRUSTED, PARMIGIANA  ..........................(20 PCS)...........(40 PCS)
EGGPLANT CASSEROLE  .......................................................................................................... 43.00......................85.00
PASTA GIAMBOTTA  ................................................................................................................... 45.00......................90.00
SAUSAGE & PEPPERS ............................................................................................................... 40.00......................80.00
BAKED MOSTACCIOLI  ............................................................................................................... 35.00......................70.00
RIGATONI & VODKA  ................................................................................................................... 38.00......................78.00
LASAGNA ......................................................................................................................................... 45.00......................88.00
VEGETARIAN LASAGNA  ........................................................................................................... 45.00......................88.00
PASTA PRIMAVERA ...................................................................................................................   40.00......................80.00
          W/CHICKEN  ................................................................................................................................................................ +18.00...............................+36.00
          W/SHRIMP  .................................................................................................................................................................. +40.00...............................+80.00
TORTELLINI ALFREDO  ............................................................................................................... 42.00......................85.00
TURKEY & DRESSING  ............................................................................................................... 55.00...................110.00
BBQ RIBS BY THE SLAB ...............................................................................................................................................21.95
ROAST BEEF IN AU JUS THIN OR THICK ........................................................................  (PER POUND)     13.95
BBQ PULLED PORK ..................................................................................................................... (PER POUND)     14.95
1 OZ MEATBALLS  ........................................................................................................................(PER POUND)       4.95
FRENCH BREAD 8 /4”  .................................................................................................................................................... 5.00

Catering Salad
Serves 8-10     Serves 16-20

Half Pan.     Full Pan.
GARDEN SALAD  .........................................................................................................................21.95.....................38.95
CAESAR SALAD ...........................................................................................................................23.95.....................39.95
CHICKEN CAESAR .......................................................................................................................37.95.....................68.00
CHOPPED CHICKEN SALAD  .................................................................................................39.00.....................72.95
BUFFALO CHICKEN SALAD  ...................................................................................................39.00.....................72.95
ORGANIC SPINACH SALAD W/ WALNUTS & CRANBERRIES  ...........................31.95.....................52.95
GRECIAN W/FETA & HERBS ................................................................................................25.95.....................48.00
          W/CHICKEN  ...................................................................................................................43.95.....................85.00
          W/STEAK (TENDERLOIN) ........................................................................................  67.00..................135.00

All selections served with appropriate dressing

See restaurant menu for more options

 15 Per Person Minimum

2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD 2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD 2.5% SERVICE CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD


